
Dear Helen Haller Families: 
 

This was the second week we have had in person instruction with 
ALL of our students for all five days of the week since March 2020 
and it was INCREDIBLE!  Our little Cougars are doing a wonderful job 
building back up their stamina for learning.  Our teachers have 
spent a lot of intentional time teaching expectations in a positive 
manner and their excellent instruction shows in the walkways, the 
cafeteria and in the classrooms.  

  

We are committed this year to spending some extra time teaching structured play at recess.  We invested in 
refreshing and restocking our playground equipment and look forward to some amazing match ups with 
soccer, four square, tetherball and even hosting some fun spontaneous dance parties out on the blacktop.   
 

Helen Haller uses a PBIS framework (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports) when it comes to teaching 
and reinforcing desired behavior expectations.  Part of our framework includes a token economy.  You may 
have heard students talking about "Cougar Call-Outs" which is what we call our token "dollars."  We were 
very excited to reopen our Cougar Cave today, Friday, September 24.  Students who earned Cougar Call-Outs 
were able to use them to purchase items such as: notebooks, bracelets, fidgets, photos and more.   
 

Thank you for sending us your best and most brilliant children each day.  We love supporting them as they 
learn and grow.  If you have any questions or suggestions, please don't hesitate to reach out by phone or 
email. 
 

Sincerely,  

Kristi Queen  
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RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE, SAFE 

KG speech and 
language screening 5 

On October 5th, 2021 all children enrolled in kindergarten will receive a speech and language screening by their speech 
and language pathologist. This screener will identify children with errors in their speech production. Children in 
kindergarten should have mastered the sounds P, B, M, N, NG, T, D, W, F, V, K, G, H, and the vowels. These sounds 
should be produced correctly at this age (approximately 5 years old).    
Additionally, this screener will look at the student’s expressive and receptive language skills such as 
their ability to generate analogies, vocabulary, auditory recall, basic concepts, problems solving and category naming.   
During the screening, it will also be noted if there are any stuttering or voicing difficulties.  Your child’s teacher will be 
informed of the results of the screening.   
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Homework Policy 

If your student will be missing school because they will be out of town, please contact the office before the 
absences to create a pre-arranged education plan. The education plan must be completed in order for the 
absences to be excused. 
In general, the required work will be 30 minutes of iReady reading and 30 minutes of iReady math for each 
day your student will be absent. There are some times throughout the year that iReady won’t be available 
for at home use. During these times, the teacher will assign work to be completed. 

The staff at Helen Haller is so appreciative of your support in helping us ensure the safety of our students and staff. 
Your students are doing a great job of maintaining social distance, wearing their masks, and washing their hands. 
Our staff are following DOH guidelines regarding COVID-19 safety measures and are also making sure that we are 
providing our students with many opportunities for mask breaks: during recess, lunch, and outdoor breaks. 
As a reminder, your child needs to be wearing a cloth mask with two layers of fabric or a surgical mask. If your child 
forgets, don’t worry—We have lots of surgical masks available to share. 
In an effort to help you determine if your child should stay home, we are sharing the Clallam County Department 
of Health’s COVID-19 Return to School Flowchart. This is the chart that the district is using, and we are hoping that 
you will find it a valuable resource as well. 

COVID-19 Flow Chart 
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Counselor’s Corner 
 

Once we can identify how we are feeling and what Zone we are in, we decide if we need a tool to help us 
regulate.  

Blue Zone tools help us wake up, get energized, focus, or provide comfort. 
- talk to someone, stretch, take a brain break, stand, take a walk, close my eyes 
 

Green Zone tools help us with everyday needs to feel good, be healthy, and stay organized. These tools 
may help keep us in the Green Zone and can be used proactively. 
- play, learn, help others, practice a skill, take on a challenge, brain storm 

 

Yellow Zone tools help us feel calmer and in control. 
- Talk to someone, count to 20, take deep breaths, squeeze something, draw a picture,  take a brain 
break 

 

Red Zone tools help us stop to gain control, feel safe and calmer. 
- Stop what I’m doing, make sensible choices, take deep breaths, ask for a break, find a safe space, ask 
for help 

 

Reader Spotlight 

Third, fourth, and fifth graders enter a drawing in the library each week to win the Reader 
Spotlight. Winners choose a free book and get their picture and a write up about themselves featured in the 
library for the week.  The winners will also be featured on Haller’s website. 

Sequim Food Bank provides Weekend Food Bags for students that are available upon 
request. If you would like your student to receive a Weekend Food Bag, please email the 
school counselor, Jen Saul, at jsaul@sequimschools.org or call 360-582-3203. These 
Weekend Food Bags are delivered to the classrooms each Friday.   

Weekend Food Bags 

Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, 
sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other 
designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX and Civil Rights Compli-
ance Coordinator: Victoria Balint, vbalint@sequimschools.org 503 N Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3260, and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Cheryl 
McAliley, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3402, cmcaliley@sequimschools.org . 
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